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from the section awwa chair

It is truly an honor to serve as the Chair of the
Connecticut Section this year. For everyone involved
in section activities, it is an exciting time full of
opportunity and challenge. The positive attitude and
energy with which we conduct the business of the
Section is contagious.

A hearty “thank you” is extended to Kevin
Barber, Pam Monahan, Kevin Walsh and everyone
who dedicated their time and energy to making 

the annual conference so successful. Upon the conclusion of Thursday
evening’s impromptu dance party at Bobby D and the Enhancer’s reception,
it was predicted that such an enthusiastic beginning to the year will yield
much success in the coming months. I can only hope that the year continues 
a such a high energy level!

Congratulations to Chris Bogucki 
of Connecticut Water Company who
received the George Warren Fuller
Award. Chris was rendered speechless
at the presentation of the award, an
uncharacteristic quality for those who
know him well.

Carlene Kulisch received the Connecticut Leadership Award from the 
New England Water Works Association for the good work she has done and
the leadership roles she has taken in both the Connecticut Section and
CWWA. I look forward to working closely with Carlene and her entire team
this year. I wish her much success.

Miles Messenger was recognized with the prestigious Kenneth J. Miller
Award for the important contributions he has made over the years to Water 
for People.

Special Chair Recognition Awards were bestowed on two individuals who
have made important contributions to the Section’s success for several years
running. Fred Haines of Harper International was recognized for, among other
things, taking on the unsavory role of bouncer at ATCAVE, as well as focusing
his seemingly never-ending energy on Section activities. The Section’s Treasurer,
Kevin Barber of South Norwalk Electric and Water, was recognized for his
quiet, behind-the-scenes ability to get things done, including the annual
conference each year.

One of the major objectives of the Section’s Strategic Plan and a focus for
the coming year is to increase member involvement and retention. The old
adage that is still true is that the accomplishments we can realize as a team
are bigger than the sum of individual successes. Imagine this year, once each
of us brings a new member to the Section or gets one more person involved in
Section activities, our accomplishments will more than double!

Decide how you will become involved – our committees need more 
dedicated water professionals to accomplish their agendas in the coming year.
One person can make a difference – YOU can make a difference!

Jean Zanella Dyer
Chair
Connecticut Section AWWA
jzdyer@aquarionwater.com

chris bogucki is the recipient of the

2005 george warren fuller award

The announcement of the
winner of the Fuller Award is
always the high point of the
Annual Joint Conference of the CT
Section AWWA and CWWA. This
year’s conference, held at the
Equinox in Manchester Vermont
from May 25 – 27, was no 
exception as AWWA Vice President
Mari Garza-Bird kept the crowd

guessing (almost) until the very last
line of her introduction.

Ms. Garza-Bird said, in part, “Like those that came before, your
awardee is a distinguished contributor to the water works profession.”

“Like many past Fuller Award recipients, your 2005 awardee served
the section as trustee and chair. In addition, your awardee has been
instrumental in the section’s education program, chairing the education
committee, serving as an instructor for its operator training school and
quarterbacking the growth of its video library. Furthermore, your awardee
successfully chaired the SRF sub-committee through changing times.”

“Like other Fuller recipients, your awardee has served his employer
admirably and has received its generous support in the awardee’s many
volunteer activities and accomplishments. Your awardee’s employment 
history includes that of an Assistant Engineer, Environmental and
Administrative Analyst, Manager of Customer Service and, currently,
Manager of Business Development.”

By then, virtually everyone at the banquet knew who the Fuller Award
recipient was but Garza-Bird continued.

“Lastly, like other Fuller recipients, your awardee has given numerous
presentations and speeches. However, your awardee holds the record for
the longest, most exhausting Section Chair speech when, in 2002, he held
you captive for what seemed to be an eternity. To that end, this year’s
Fuller Committee, in electing your awardee, has limited the acceptance
remarks to one minute.”

When the laughter subsided, Mari Garza-Bird said, “Ladies and 
gentlemen, I’ll now read your awardee’s citation as it will be read 
shortly during the Fuller Awardee Breakfast at the Annual Conference in
San Francisco.”
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“…the accomplishments 
we can realize as a team 
are bigger than the sum 
of individual successes.”

Chris Bogucki (left), recipient of the 2005 George
Warren Fuller Award, is congratulated by Larry
Bingaman, last year’s awardee.
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ct awwa leadership 

profile: bill kennedy

Bill Kennedy, Manager of Water Treatment for
the MDC, joined the CT Section AWWA Board of
Directors this year as Trustee at Large.

When asked why he agreed to add this respon-
sibility to the many he already has in his
professional life, his answer was clear. “Both the
MDC and I, personally, have received a great deal of benefit from the hard
work put in by CT Section AWWA members over the years. If there is any
way that I can give back to the Section, I am more than willing to do so.”

Bill is a 16-year veteran of the MDC. A native of Springfield, MA, he
earned his undergraduate degree in civil engineering and accepted a position
as an engineer with the City of Hartford in 1980. In 1986, he became the
Director of Public Works in East Hartford and three years later joined the
MDC as Assistant Manager of Solid Waste. In 1993, he moved to the MDC’s
Water Treatment and Supply Department as a Project Engineer. In 2000, he
was promoted to his current position.

Along the way, he also became a Registered Professional Engineer.
Bill’s career path with the MDC is interesting because it has given him

experience in both the waste and water supply sides of the utility.
The Kennedy family (Bill, wife Linda and daughter Megan) lives in Avon,

right in the heart of the Farmington River Watershed, the source of the
MDC’s vast water supply. Bill sums up his hobbies and leisure interests easily.
“Anything that gets me outside,” he says. That includes hiking, biking, pad-
dling, skiing and fishing. If he is forced to stay inside, he also enjoys
woodworking, home renovations and the study and collection of antiques.

Bill Kennedy has a very strong sense of how the CT Section AWWA con-
tributes to the drinking water industry.

“The Connecticut Section has a number of committees that review all of
the important issues affecting the water industry with particular emphasis on
Connecticut,” he said. “Committees such as the Education Committee make
it very easy for Water Treatment Plant Operators to choose from a variety of
excellent training sessions to maintain their certification. The Regulations and
Research Committee keeps informed of the up and coming regulations and
provides significant input to the regulatory agencies. It also helps shape the
regulations in a way that best serves the public interest.”

He adds that the work of the many other CT Section AWWA committees
is equally significant.

The CT Section AWWA offers a warm welcome to Bill Kennedy, its
newest Trustee at Large.

“The Connecticut Section of
AWWA honors Chris Bogucki with
the 2005 George Warren Fuller
Award for his distinguished service
as a dynamic and gifted educator,
a tireless worker, and dedicated
leader.”

Christopher J. “Chris” Bogucki,
Manager of Business Development
at the Connecticut Water Company,
then rose to receive the Fuller pin and plaque from Mari Garza-Bird 
and congratulations from Larry Bingaman, the winner of last year’s 
Fuller Award.

The Fuller Award guidelines published by the AWWA note that the …
“George Warren Fuller Awards are presented annually by the American
Water Works Association to the sections' respective selected members for
their distinguished service to the water supply field in commemoration 
of the sound engineering skill . . . the brilliant diplomatic talent . . .
and the constructive leadership that characterized the life of George 
Warren Fuller.”

The guidelines also specify that, “the individual nominated should
have provided outstanding leadership or have made a significant contri-
bution toward the advancement of the water works practice within the
Association. It is emphasized that the performance of a nominee must be
exceptional and extraordinary.”

Everyone at the conference agreed that Chris Bogucki met those very
demanding criteria perfectly.

george warren fuller award

Continued From Page 1

Chris Bogucki receives the Fuller Award pin from
AWWA Vice President Mari Garza-Bird.
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cwwa president’s corner

What a difference a decade makes! When I took
over the Presidency of CWWA at the Annual
Conference in Manchester, VT in May, the banquet
room didn’t look much different than it did at my
first annual conference a little over 10 years ago. Oh
sure, we were a little thinner, had fewer wrinkles,
less grey hair – or more hair in some cases – and
yes, there were faces then who aren’t with us today such as Al Rivers. But,
while the room probably had about as many women then as it did this year,
the woman were mostly wives and friends – not water utility professionals.
CWWA and CT Section AWWA have come a long way – Katie McCain out-
going President of AWWA, Marcey Munoz outgoing CT Section AWWA 
Chair, Jeannie Zanella Dyer incoming Chair of CT Section AWWA, and me
heading up CWWA – all in the same year. The guys before us paved the way
so we can work side-by-side making both associations the best they 
can be. My very best wishes to Jeannie for success during her year as Chair
of CT Section.

CWWA has been so fortunate since its inception in 1922 to have the
kind of leadership necessary to sustain the organization all these years
beginning with T. L. Bristol and all the others who followed him as President.
We are also fortunate to have the water professionals I have admired and
respected so much over the years – Jim McInerney, Bill Guillaume, Bob
Reinert, my mentors Dick McHugh and Marshall Chairaluce, John Hiscock,
Chuck Firlotte, Bob Young, Peter Galant, Larry Bingaman, Maureen
Westbrook and, yes, even Jack McManus. My sincerest congratulations go to
John Tomac for his dedication over the past year as President of CWWA.

Each year proves more challenging than the past with legislative and
regulatory issues to resolve. Together, the public agencies, environmental
advocates and water professionals must get serious about diversions,
streamflow and hopefully an integrated water resource policy. And, of
course, the concerns that our members have with regulatory interpretation
must also be favorably resolved.

CWWA member volunteers have done a fantastic job over the 
years to povide a climate that enables its members to comply with the
tremendous number of laws and regulations in the state. That same 
dedication we’ve come to expect from the volunteers, especially the Board
and the Legislative Committee, as well as the professional expertise of our
Executive Director Betsy Gara, will help me ensure that CWWA remains an
association of recognized experts in the field of public water supply. Working
together we will continue to develop meaningful policies to ensure a safe,
high quality supply of water for our customers and a regulatory 
environment in which we can operate effectively. I look forward to the 
challenging year ahead and to talking with members about any regulatory 
or legislative issues they are faced with!

Sincerely,
Carlene E. Kulisch
President, CWWA
ckulisch@rwater.com

connecticut water works association

2005 – 2006 board members

President
Carlene Kulisch (Regional Water Authority)

Vice President
Susan Suhanovsky (Torrington Water Company)

Past President
John Tomac (Birmingham Utilities, Inc.)

Secretary
David Medd (Aquarion Water Company of CT)

Treasurer
Michael Appicelli (Aquarion Water Company of CT)

Director (1)
Johnathan Avery (Hazardville Water Company & Jewitt City)
David Silverstone (Regional Water Authority)

Director (2)
Dan Meaney (Connecticut Water Company)
Robert J. Young (Manchester Water & Sewer)

Director (3)
Matthew Isles (Danbury Department of Public Utilities)
Mark Decker (Colchester Public Works)

Legislative Committee Tri-Chairs
Carlene Kulisch (Regional Water Authority)
David Radka (Connecticut Water Company)
Thomas Villa (South Norwalk Electric and Water)

cwwa contact Information

Betsy Gara, Executive Director
25 Capitol Avenue, Hartford CT 06106
(860) 547-0566 gara@elizabethgara.com
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cwwa legislative update

Elizabeth Gara, Executive Director, CWWA

The Connecticut General Assembly adjourned on June 8 and a special
session concluded on June 28. Several bills were adopted that affect the
state’s water industry, including:

SB-1294 directs the state Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) to adopt water flow regulations by December 31, 2006, which will
apply to both stocked and non-stocked streams. CWWA was successful 
in amending the bill to exempt streams that are already subject to flow
management plans, such as the Shepaug settlement and Mill River 
resolution, from the scope of the regulations. The bill also allows other
exemptions from the regulations, such as diversions that are needed by
water utilities to meet requirements under the state’s public health 
regulations and diversions for agricultural uses.

HB-6590 allows the state Department of Public Utility Control to 
petition the court for the transfer of title where they have ordered the
takeover of the system. CWWA initiated this measure to address 
situations where the acquiring utility cannot make needed improvements
because the failed system is reluctant or unwilling to transfer title.

SB-2001, adopted during the special session, authorizes municipalities
with a population exceeding 100,000 to create municipal water authorities.

HB-6570 makes many changes in the requirements and processes for
preparing state, regional and local land-use plans. It requires the State
Plan of Conservation and Development to identify areas suitable for
mixed-use developments and target development funding. The act bars
the state Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) from denying a
water quality permit based on the proposal’s inconsistency with the plan
and removes a provision in the legislative findings of the Water Diversion
Policy Act that states that diversions shall only be permitted when 
consistent with the plan.

HB-6704 prohibits large construction projects exceeding 12,000
square feet from being built within 2000 feet of a lake exceeding 500
acres that has both the characteristics of a lake and a reservoir. CWWA
was successful in amending the bill to ensure that it does not apply to
distribution or storage reservoirs or any lake, pond, or body of water to
a distribution or storage reservoir.

HB-6029 requires investor-owned utilities to dispose of certain real
property through public auction or public sale. This bill was adopted
during the special session.

CWWA was also successful in helping to kill legislation that would
have made it more difficult for water utilities to operate, including 
legislation that would have prohibited the issuance of a diversion permit
for withdrawals exceeding 50,000 gallons per day for any non-residential
use from a headwaters drainage basin. The definition of headwaters in
the bill would have effectively impacted watercourses in every town in the
state. The bill was backed by the Canaan Conservation Coalition, which is
trying to stop the construction of the Yale Acre golf course.

Another measure that CWWA opposed would have authorized the
imposition of a tax on water consumption to fund open space acquisition,
infrastructure improvement and water allocation planning. This measure
died in the Energy Committee.

CWWA members can receive a complete list of bills considered by 
the state legislature this year by contacting gara@elizabethgara.com.

Water for People Bracelet
As a fundraising tool, Water for People has cre-
ated a stretch bracelet that proved to be very
popular at the recent national conference. The
bracelet is dark aqua with the inscription “Water for People” on one side
and “Share the Gift of Life” on the other. If you’d like to order one for just
$5.00, contact Jo Lingua at jlingua@ctwater.com.

ct-awwa contact information

Pamela A. Monahan
Member Services Coordinator
72 Rockland Avenue
Waterbury CT 06708
(203) 757-1855 grdsuccess@aol.com
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connecticut section awwa well 

represented at awwa annual conference

and exposition in san francisco

Fifteen thousand people, multiple vendor displays, technical and net-
working sessions, balmy weather, beautiful sights and four earthquakes and
a tsunami warning thrown in for good measure – all sounds and sights at
this year’s Annual Conference and Exposition (ACE) in San Francisco.

The Connecticut contingent of close to 30 hit the sessions, saw the
sights, visited the vendor parties and had a great time.

Highlights included visiting the more than 500 vendors at the
Moscone Center and attending some of the 105 sessions representing the
work of more than 1,000 experts in the field, including Connecticut’s own
Rajah Augustinraj from Metcalf & Eddy. The sessions offered the latest
information on ozone, UV and drinking water. We also heard about the
agreement between AWWA and U.S. EPA, U.S. Department of Education
and the Centers for Disease Control to reduce children’s exposure to lead
from drinking water at schools and child-care facilities.

An announcement was also made of the new report on drinking
water infrastructure security that will be used to develop U.S. EPA training
and guidance tools for water and wastewater utilities.

At the Water for People breakfast on Monday morning, Miles
Messenger received the Kenneth Miller award from Kenneth Miller him-
self! On Wednesday morning, Chris Bogucki was honored with the
George Warren Fuller Award.

The Regional Water Authority was well represented at the conference.
RWA’s Pat Sweet participated in a panel discussion on “Communicating
Effectively - Best Practices in Public Affairs” and the CT Section AWWA
proved once again to be a very loud cheering section for the Elm City
Tappers from RWA (Vinny Landino, Jose Torres, Mark Steeves, and Angelo
Giannotta) who, although they did not make the final round, made
Connecticut section proud with their excellent tapping skills.

Our own Member Services Coordinator, Pam Monahan, received a
recognition plaque for her years of service on the national membership
committee. Pam was also a participant in the national Membership
Marketing Forum where sections from around the country exchanged
ideas and heard presentations.

Each year, CT Section AWWA and NEWWA host a joint luncheon on
the Monday of the conference and this year, nearly 70 people attended
the luncheon at the Marriott’s Club Room.

Vendors at ACE try to out-do themselves with special events and this
year, the highlights included the CDM party at the University Club, CH2M
Hill’s event at Ruby Sky, Natgun’s party at the Westin Hotel, the Malcolm
Pirnie party at the Asian Art Museum and the M&E event in the Rotunda
of the San Francisco City Hall.

One of the most memorable events this year was the Spirit of San
Francisco cruise on Tuesday night hosted by Neptune. Those from the
Connecticut contingent who attended were treated to wonderful buffet,
fine wines, a Jimmy Buffet-style band and an earthquake and subsequent
tsunami warning all in one evening. The band played on as the ship
holding 700 people turned around, rocked and hugged the shore back
into the Bay. After an hour, the warning was lifted, the cruise on the bay
continued, and all returned to shore safely.

congress considers mtbe immunity bill

Congress is again considering a proposal that would grant legal 
immunity to the manufacturers of MTBE , the gasoline additive that has
contaminated numerous water supplies across the country. The Energy Bill,
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives, includes an MTBE “safe
harbor” provision that provides manufacturers of MTBE immunity from 
lawsuits for damages incurred as a result of MTBE seeping into water 
supplies. The version of the Energy Bill passed by the U.S. Senate does not
include the MTBE safe harbor provision. The bill now heads to conference
to negotiate the conflicting provisions in the bill.

There are strong indications that some sort of compromise will 
eventually be reached to grant liability relief to MTBE producers in return
for the creation of a cleanup fund, and there has been talk of attaching the
compromise to the federal transportation bill that is now the subject of a
House-Senate conference committee. AWWA and its coalition partners have
established the following principles against which any 'deal' on MTBE
should be judged:
• The full cost of MTBE cleanup should be covered by the MTBE producers 
• Drinking water supplies, not just leaking tank sites, should be cleaned up 

continued on page 8
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Committee Report: Water For People

The final report has just been issued for a WFP project in Bolivia.
The project provided 39 household taps in a community where residents
previously spent more than two hours obtaining water. Two reinforced
concrete tanks and intake works have been constructed to store and
supply water from a local spring. As a result, safe water is now available
to the 195 people in the community. It is anticipated that the project will
help stop the frequent incidents of diarrhea especially among children
under age 5. To obtain a copy of this report, contact Rajah Augustinraj at
rajah.augustinraj@m-e.com.

WFP raffle at the 34th Annual CWWA/CT Section AWWA Joint
Conference raised more than $2,000. Thanks everyone who participated
and supported the raffle.

Mark your calendars! Water for People’s immensely popular annual
golf outing is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13, 2005.

Contact Jo Lingua (jlingua@ctwater.com) or Rob Page 
(rpage@aquarionwater.com) for more information on Water For People.

Operator Exams Scheduled

The Drinking Water Division of the Department of Public Health has
scheduled Operator Certification Exams to be held at the Metropolitan
District Commission Training Center in Hartford.

The Small Water System Exam and the Water Treatment Plant Operator
exam will both be given on November 9, 2005. The Distribution System
Operator exam will be given on November 10, 2005. The application
deadline for all three exams is September 23, 2005.

Exam applications are available at
www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/Water/DWD.htm

From there, click on “Operator Certification”, then “Exam
Information”.

Anyone wishing more information regarding the certification exams
should contact Carol Martin, Connecticut Department of Public Health at
(860) 509-7333 or e-mail robert.rivard@po.state.ct.us.

Check For 

Water Chestnut

Infestation

This is a reminder that now is the
right time to get out and check your
reservoirs for the presence of this invasive aquatic plant. Should 
you find any, you can contact Beth Goettel of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge 
at 413-863-0209 ext 2 (or beth_goettel@fws.gov) for assistance
with eradicating it.

Chair
Jean Zanella Dyer 
(Aquarion)

Vice Chair
David Kuzminski 
(Town of Portland)

2nd Year Trustee
Kevin Walsh 
(Connecticut Water Company)

1st Year Trustee
Tom Chaplik 
(Regional Water Authority)

Treasurer
Kevin Barber 
(South Norwalk Electric & Water)

Secretary
Kathy Fortin 
(South Norwalk Electric & Water)

National Director
Don Carver 
(City of Waterbury)

Past Chair
Marcey Munoz 
(The Metropolitan District)

Other Board Positions
Trustee at Large
Steve Melanson 
(Connecticut Water Company)

Trustee at Large
Bill Kennedy 
(The Metropolitan District)

Technical & Standards CC
Jack Keefe 
(Birmingham Utilities)

Water Utility CC
John Herlihy 
(Aquarion)

Associates CC
Len Assard 
(Heitkamp)

Administrative & Policy
Terry O’Neill 
(Connecticut Water Company)

Education & Public Affairs
Andrea Maldonado 
(Regional Water Authority)

Connecticut Section AWWA

2005 – 2006 Board Members
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water industry veterans recognized by

water for people

On June 16, 2005 the Water For
People Committee of CT Section AWWA
presented recognition awards to Fred
Haines of Harper International and J.
Robert “Bobby D” D'Onofrio of
Eppco/Ferguson for their many years of
continuous support for Water For People
and their dedication to providing safe drinking water to the world.

Shown in the photo are (from left) “Bobby D” D'Onofrio; Jo Lingua,
CT Section AWWA and Water For People Chair; Jean Zanella Dyer, CT
Section AWWA Chair and Fred Haines.

Miles Messenger Receives The Kenneth

J. Miller Founders’ Award

Miles Messenger, a
founding member and
untiring contributor to the CT
Section AWWA Water for
People Committee, received
the 2005 Kenneth J. Miller
Founders’ Award from Steve
Melanson on May 25 at the
Joint Conference at the

Equinox in Manchester, VT.
The award recognizes Water

For People volunteers for their outstanding service and leadership in the
advancement of Water For People’s mission.

In making the award, Steve noted that Miles is perhaps best known
for his work on behalf of Water for People through school education 
programs. His programs always leave students with a better under-
standing of the water and sanitation needs of the developing world and
truly underscores Water For People’s mission.

“His experience as a Water For People volunteer, including having 
participated in an in-country tour of Water For People programs, allows
him to speak with experience and from the heart,” Melanson said.

The award is named after Kenneth J. Miller, one of the founders for
Water For People and its first president. Mr. Miller remains an active
volunteer for Water For People and he subsequently presented the
award personally to Miles during the Annual Conference and Exposition

in San Francisco.

Steve Melanson (left) presents the Kenneth J. Miller
Founders’ Award for 2005 to Miles Messenger.

r.h. white’s descoteaux 

named ucane president

Tom Descoteaux, Vice President of R.H. White Construction Co.,
Inc. of Auburn, MA was recently named President of the Utility
Contractors of New England. Tom has been a member of UCANE
since 1994 and most recently served as its Treasurer.
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To:

mtbe immunity bill

Continued From Page 5

• Taxpayers should not have to cover cleanup costs 
• If there is a federal contribution to a cleanup fund, it should not be 

subject to the annual Congressional appropriations process.

Please contact your U.S. Representative and urge them to OPPOSE the
MTBE liability waiver! 
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