
  

 
  

  

 

LEGISLATIVE ALERT 

 

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS ASAP TO VOICE OPPOSITION TO SB-
325 which undermines fire safety in our communities! The bill is scheduled to 
be voted on TODAY in the state Senate.  
 

SB-325 - An Act Prohibiting The Assessment Of Certain Charges And Requiring 
Approval For The Installation Of Water Lines And Hydrants By Water 
Companies.  
 

CT State Senator Contact List 2022 

 

CT House Contact List 2022 

  
SB-325 will undermine a water utility’s ability to fund critical fire protection systems by 
imposing impractical and cumbersome requirements on utility assessments and fire 
hydrant installations. This bill applies to municipal, regional, and private water 
companies.  
  
Water utilities rely on fire protection charges to support hydrants and the additional 
infrastructure capacity needed for fire suppression, including large diameter water mains, 
storage tanks, larger pumps, and robust water sources. Fire service charges are calculated 
based on factors associated with the cost of the infrastructure to support public fire 
protection, including water distribution mains and fire hydrants. 
  
SB-325 prohibits water companies from assessing municipalities for: 

1. a fire protection charges for (A) a water line that is not connected to a hydrant on 
the street where such water line is located or that does not have a hydrant 
connected to it within the municipality, or (B) a water line or hydrant that is not 
owned or maintained by such company; or  

2. a linear foot charge or hydrant charge for a water line located on private property.  
 

CWWA opposes SB-325 which creates the following concerns: 
 Changing the number of service lines and hydrants used in calculating 

fire protection charges will simply force an increase in the per-unit cost 
or a shift in costs to other customers. According to the Office of Fiscal 
Analysis, the bill will not result in any savings for municipalities. It will, 
however, impose a very impractical and labor-intensive process on water 
utilities which may increase customer costs.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AwJfFLJ0F5Msrnep6Z6_mGrRPNOZxXl7QEF7sP1F6CAqZWZNXejHr_wI24ZHfK-ikC1-NxW_1nhrTQkkzbhkPFjWutDqNR065Q9Pjn71u__6nI9lfFuR2bQe208lfC1BXwN_GJYrhA4LAUI69e1Po--ucOON34P0J1C2FHuEZnZ_vYG4izYYKtDN_SeqqYg72k-GWkgQpgInXKkWyfmu29t_sFwMp7yrfAEHf_LOIbUpamysdHBmJBkb8EuMRwAX79EmHlvdovlBYiyb2ZPJ6g==&c=k80P3aHRYOKPe-H1uJD9TMU4S9ELazwCN6SgpHsKr9ErL2MHdarnuQ==&ch=madv3ot7Y6v6aHtqwPu4pHFAlTE3TmYFP0wEirVGcnnhNRSvtxJ_3g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AwJfFLJ0F5Msrnep6Z6_mGrRPNOZxXl7QEF7sP1F6CAqZWZNXejHrytXEOhk0pwVmJj-FFa3DzRaN3kVVe8jwnTN6EE6_nJKFgu_JjI-ktcf4IJUo3qvEH_q4eiJYFNOp-xPKdPjWfX6OUoQYxaDq_hiJQNY0W0QWk24X_PCCdkj-S-OnzbaFc4zXVXrQQj0Fw5Xyx-hQaGjh4uCu9lIYLs-9FbPwPH1nleYPT_pQ94ueBE0nGuFqg==&c=k80P3aHRYOKPe-H1uJD9TMU4S9ELazwCN6SgpHsKr9ErL2MHdarnuQ==&ch=madv3ot7Y6v6aHtqwPu4pHFAlTE3TmYFP0wEirVGcnnhNRSvtxJ_3g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AwJfFLJ0F5Msrnep6Z6_mGrRPNOZxXl7QEF7sP1F6CAqZWZNXejHr3Ta-dDfcEDCHUbB7YMm3NlRvNXWR41BpZGNuFyx2Ger_YbD8P-8khHi_WGY9iWhJ2WtgNZAEZ5JbW7lq6a5JhxL0aRyq117fEMJrwWm8CBqqeUzkmrFhXgTr17wo_24ig1t95-uqVZhSXCl4Af6V7hLCxIXInMLPM_wxjNfpxwemP7_hKosIOWl9PSaGmw4dQ==&c=k80P3aHRYOKPe-H1uJD9TMU4S9ELazwCN6SgpHsKr9ErL2MHdarnuQ==&ch=madv3ot7Y6v6aHtqwPu4pHFAlTE3TmYFP0wEirVGcnnhNRSvtxJ_3g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AwJfFLJ0F5Msrnep6Z6_mGrRPNOZxXl7QEF7sP1F6CAqZWZNXejHr_wI24ZHfK-ikC1-NxW_1nhrTQkkzbhkPFjWutDqNR065Q9Pjn71u__6nI9lfFuR2bQe208lfC1BXwN_GJYrhA4LAUI69e1Po--ucOON34P0J1C2FHuEZnZ_vYG4izYYKtDN_SeqqYg72k-GWkgQpgInXKkWyfmu29t_sFwMp7yrfAEHf_LOIbUpamysdHBmJBkb8EuMRwAX79EmHlvdovlBYiyb2ZPJ6g==&c=k80P3aHRYOKPe-H1uJD9TMU4S9ELazwCN6SgpHsKr9ErL2MHdarnuQ==&ch=madv3ot7Y6v6aHtqwPu4pHFAlTE3TmYFP0wEirVGcnnhNRSvtxJ_3g==


 Water lines not directly connected to a fire hydrant or located on private property 
can still provide water to fire hydrants elsewhere in a municipality and are 
appropriately and equitably included in the allocation of fire service charges.  

 Fails to recognize that water mains can be installed in easements over private 
property to prevent dead ends, and improve available fire flow.  

 This creates uncertainty as to whether water companies will be prohibited from 
assessing fire service charges for buildings with sprinklers and private hydrants, 
such as town halls and schools. 

 For water utilities that serve several municipalities, decreasing the fire service 
assessment for one municipality would require an increase in the assessment for 
other municipalities. 

  
SB-325 also prohibits a water company from installing a hydrant without first obtaining 
approval from the municipality’s chief administrative officer in addition to the local fire 
marshal.  
 

CWWA opposes these provisions which:  
 Places an additional burden on water utilities to seek approvals from town 

administrators not familiar with hydrant usage and requirements.  
 Undermines the authority of fire marshals in designating and approving the location 

of fire hydrants consistent with applicable fire safety codes and standards.  
 Delays efforts to replace hydrants that have been hit by cars or otherwise 

damaged, creating fire safety risks.  
 

 
  

  

 
 

  

 

CWWA Workshop 
Compliance Assistance for CT's Water Utilities 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 14 at the MDC Training Center, 
Hartford, CT from 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
 
3.5 Training Credit Hours for Certified 
Operators (pending approval).  
 
Sponsorships are available! 
 
Topics to be covered include: 

 Lead & Copper Rule Revisions - 
Compliance Strategies 

 PFAS Treatment Technologies 

 Water Infrastructure Funding 
 

 

Register Here 

  

   

 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AwJfFLJ0F5Msrnep6Z6_mGrRPNOZxXl7QEF7sP1F6CAqZWZNXejHrzyn8gTuA19zc2_lGWFiSmIkP0bxGAPffN_8CdI1rGVpbo1-wd4JaYt7BHHnFZF_jjuoIFy6FZyqx5b2Ms28CLDAxaZZcaaC3P9nPb2tLTqE-drNmeAD13UNp6of0gcrixjfuSDS1hq_nSR7z0e7w-vlADMvJYce67MHicIMQlbTYDM6IpyOe_NXVxl95kNoH5IoriG0Uc6FXvmUTgX8AKeEIhv8VIhoXB55GT8S-IZpkqSYNjc_QaJFfXcIBKNhkDVHpP14l5WmXkQ2Qe-KLF0TBBVzdlxutE2ZL4L7CUZ1wPF5jGwmbwIiSlPjN2lq-mRmATCpIlIbrJFkqgKUCM73EbFafhueYCnXz5k8owgM7juV4KpnakQ=&c=k80P3aHRYOKPe-H1uJD9TMU4S9ELazwCN6SgpHsKr9ErL2MHdarnuQ==&ch=madv3ot7Y6v6aHtqwPu4pHFAlTE3TmYFP0wEirVGcnnhNRSvtxJ_3g==

